By systematically studying the condition of the market it has been possible to make purchases at progressive rates, and if the cost of the bromides that have been consumed in the hospital since the outbreak of the war, amounting approximately to 2^ tons, were averaged out, it would be found that the cost per lb. has been something less than half the present price. But it is clear that the average price for the hospital's supplies during the second year of the war will not be far short of the presentphenomenal figure. There is another way in which it has been found possible to effect some savingname) y, by giving preference, wherever possible, to the ammonium and sodium salts of bromine, both of which are less costly than the potassium salt.
The reason for this difference in cost is that the world mainly depends for its supply of potash on the mineral deposits of Germany, so that all potassium salts are scarce, and while, a pound of potassium bromide is worth 25s., the same quantity of ammonium bromide can be bought for 22s., and-of sodium bromide for J 8s. 
